He had not endeavoured to stop the diarrhoea, but had been giving small doses of carbolic acid dissolved in glycerine, and had found this treatment to be on the whole successful. The stools became less frequent, decreasing from five and six a-day to one or two. Their foetid character was also much lessened. The patients themselves did not at all object to the treatment.
The objects I have in view are?1st, To show some of the evils of our present system of sewage, and the cause of the pollution of the river.?2d, To There is a much greater nuisance than that of the river, which this scheme would not mitigate?the pollution of our houses by gases continually given off from human excreta decomposing in our sewers ; such as sulphuretted hydrogen, sulphide of ammonium, carbonic acid, &c., and "a putrid organic vapour which is u carbo-ammoniacal." Dr Letheby tells us that " ordinary London [Nov. sewage disengages from 1 to 1| cubic inches of gas per hour per gallon," the composition of which is stated in this (Mr R.) entirely concurred with Dr Adams, in the conclusion, that a good supply of water was the most effectual way of getting quit of noxious and effete matters, and that supply they had now in abundance. He also believed that the quantity of noxious emanations from the sewers must be very trifling indeed. Since last meeting of the Society, he had paid special attention to this matter, and had stood over sewer gratings with a view to test this question, with the result of finding that, with two exceptions, he could not detect the slightest smell. He believed that, when diluted with the great mass of the atmosphere, these emanations were almost innocuous. He (Mr R.) had had some experience of the dry closet system in former times in this city, and he could add his testimony to that of Dr Adams, as to the intolerable nuisance which a closet of this kind proved to a whole tenement. With regard to schemes for deodorising the ftecal matter, he had not much faith in their aid. The sulphuric acid scheme was obviously attended with danger. The dry earth system could be wrought only with very great trouble, and was, in fact, admittedly unworkable in a city like this. In respect to the plans for precipitating the sewage matters in the river, such a scheme was tried many years ago by Mr Manning, at the Kelvin, and it had proved impracticable.
Dr Fergus was rash in his assertion that these emanations were the cause of gastric, and other fevers, although he was not singular in this opinion.
It was one too prevalent in the profession, and the practical consequence was, that where a family felt some slight smell, immediately the fear of gastric fever seized them. The creation of such alarms did far more harm than good.
With the perfect adaptation of the water closet system which they now had, with their copious supply of water, with the admirable construction of the sewers, with the scavenger system in full operation, no city ought to be in better condition than Glasgow. He believed, however, that the old privy system, with the faecal matter mixed with the ashes, was a much better one than the modern conveniences, with the pan emptied every two days. The Sanitary officers were blameworthy in not endeavouring to remedy the dirty habits of the people. The only step the Sanitary authorities take is, to allow a certain number of cubic feet of air to each person, but this did not make their houses sweet and clean. In the effluvia emanating from filthy persons and filthy houses there existed the essence of all derangement of the health, fevers, &c., not that any particular kind of effete matter did give rise to any specific fever. Such a doctrine he held to be quite erroneous.
It was well known that Dr R. D. Thomson of this city, and other chemists, had spent a great deal of time in analysing the atmosphere in all conditions, and that they had discovered little or no perceptible change in the chemical composition of the air under these various conditions. How then could it be that specific fevers could arise in the way suggested ?
The Clyde and the Kelvin had been in the same filthy state as at present for many years?so much so, that a person crossing the Clyde could see [Nov. babbles of gas arising from the fermentation, or other chemical process going on; and yet, strange to say, the Clyde district, as attested by the Report of the Registrar-General, was the freest from fever of any district of the city. The houses and terraces on the bank of the Kelvin had never suffered from any epidemic of fever. Facts like these were enough to make them sceptical regarding tfre theory of the origin of fever which he had combated. He had practised both in town and country, and he had seen, in proportion to the population, as much fever in the country as in the city?as virulent cases of so-called typhus in a country villa, as in the slums of Glasgow. Messrs Bateman and Bazalgette's scheme, looking at it as a whole, was an admirable plan. It would free Glasgow entirely of the nuisance, but how it would affect the Ayrshire coast remained to be seen.
Br Morton thought that they were so far overlooking the practical issues of the question, which was not, as some members appeared to 
